Brucellosis contracted during foreign travel.
Brucellosis, a bacterial infection, is rarely seen in the United States. It occurs mostly in people who work with domestic animals and animal products. However, this patient became infected while in Yugoslavia, and diagnosis was delayed by the gap between appearance of symptoms and positive results of serologic tests. Brucellosis should be suspected in a patient with unexplained fever, especially if he or she has traveled to a country where unpasteurized dairy products are common.